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March youth 
programs at library

March is a special 
month in the youth depart-
ment at Dodge City Public 
Library. Every Thursday 
morning at 10am is Story 
Time for preschoolers 
and their parent or other 
guardian. Every Tuesday at 
3:30 those 6-13 can join in 
the fun at the Lego Club. 
Here you can create an 
item then have it on dis-
play for the week. But this 
isn’t all. There are special 
programs for the young 
children and the teens.

On Wednesday, March 
2nd at 4pm those 12 and 
under will be celebrating 
Dr. Seuss’ Birthday. This 
will be a “Brilliant, Biffi n-
dio, Birthday Bash!” Hear 
some Dr. Seuss stories 
and join in other Dr. Seuss 
activities. You just never 
know who might appear at 
the bash.

Then on Friday, March 
11th at 3pm the battle is 
on for those 13 and older 
in the “Nerf Wars Battle.” 
Some nerf guns will be 
provided. Teens may bring 
their own but should mark 
their gun and ammo so 
they know which is theirs. 
Teens, you asked for this 
so be sure to come, bring a 
friend, and join in the fun.

All the above activi-
ties take place at Dodge 
City Public Library. For 
more information contact 
Rozanna at the library at 
225-0248, or stop by and 
visit with her in person. 
Information is also avail-
able on the library’s 
website at www.dcpl.info, 
on twitter and Facebook.

Storms could affect 
7M in Deep South 

NEW ORLEANS — A 
suspected tornado caused 
some damage but no inju-
ries near New Orleans’ main 
airport Tuesday as severe 
weather spawned possible 
twisters and high winds in 
parts of the Deep South, 
authorities said.

Emergency offi cials 
and the National Weather 
Service said the reported 
tornado was spotted near 
Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International 
Airport in the suburban city 
of Kenner. It was believed 
to have touched down in a 
nearby fi eld.

—The Associated Press
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With Long Branch Lagoon 
well under way the time 
is right to begin more new 
projects.

On Wednesday, March 2, 
at 2 p.m., city officials and 

Leisure Group of Companies 
officials will host a ground-
breaking ceremony on 4th 
Street near the location of the 
former Post T-Vac building.

“The ceremony is open to 
the public,” said Dodge City 
Public Information Director 
Jane Longmeyer. “It’s been a 
long wait to get to this point 
with the STAR Bond project.

“We’re excited to get the 
next step rolling.”

The groundbreaking will be 

for three projects.
Fort Dodge Recreational 

Vehicle Resort will be located 
at 701 Park Street. The camp-
ground will be equipped with 
amenities and services for 
today

The facility will also feature 
a clubhouse with showers, 
laundry, a retail store and an 
underground storm shelter 
for 110 people. The camp-
ground will be adjacent to the 
city

Guymon Petro Bar & Grill, 
formerly the Guymon Petro 
building located at 301 4th 
Avenue, is being converted 
from a warehouse to a 170-
seat casual restaurant and bar 
featuring live entertainment.

A Holiday Inn Express 
Hotel, located at 201 4th 
Avenue, will have 93 guest-
rooms, an indoor swimming 
pool and a small meeting 
room and is scheduled to 
open February 2017.

These three projects join 
the $12.3 million Long Branch 
Lagoon which is slated to 
open in May.

“While the groundbreak-
ing is open to the public, no 
one will be answering ques-
tions,” Longmeyer said. “It’s 
an exciting time for Dodge 
City.

“We’re really seeing the 
changes in the area of the 
STAR Bond project.”

ECONOMY

New projects about to begin

By Gloria Tucker
Dodge City Daily Globe

The public is invited to 
the promotional and award 
recognition ceremony 
for the Dodge City Police 
D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  F o r d 
County Sheriff’s Office 3 
p.m. on Saturday at the 
Dodge City Community 
College Little Theater.

A formal  ceremony, 
officers will be dressed in 
uniform to receive promo-
tions and service awards. 
There will be a brief recep-
tion to follow the ceremony.

Ford County Deputy 
of the Year is Stephanie 
Bullmer.

“She is a very service-
oriented and dedicated 
employee,” Sheriff Bill Carr 
said. “She is willing to assist 
anyone at anytime in the 
community and she’s very 
deserving of the award.”

Dodge City Officer of the 
Year is Guillermo Gutierrez.

“He does an excellent job 
for us,” Police Chief Craig 
Mellecker said. “He is a 
very good officer and does 
his best to serve the com-
munity on a daily basis.”

Promotions at the cer-
emony include Faviola 
Pastran from records clerk 
to civil process officer, 
Bullmer from civil pro-
cess officer to civil process 
supervisor, Martha Cas-
tillo from civil process 
supervisor to administra-
tive lieutenant, Genaro 
Batres from civil process 
officer to patrol deputy, 
Dave Thomas from deten-
tion to patrol deputy, Rene 
Larman from detention 
to civil process deputy, 
Gary Salmans from master 
deputy to investigator, 
Travis Servis from master 
deputy to patrol sergeant, 
John Hunter from patrol 
sergeant to patrol lieuten-
ant, Dale Coleman from 
patrol sergeant to under-
sheriff and Carr from patrol 
sergeant to sheriff.

Animal Control Director 
Laura Stein will receive the 
Dodge City Police Depart-
ment five-year safe driver 
award. Patrol sergeant Bob 
Stein will receive the DCPD 
10-year safe driver award. 
Officer Alan Mazza and 
Stein will receive the DCPD 
five-year perfect atten-
dance award. Detective 
David Gordon will receive 
the DCPD 10-year perfect 

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Award 
ceremony 
Saturday

UNITED WAY

70th Anniversary

RV park, hotel 
and restaurant 
groundbreaking set

TOP: The balloons take off 
as supporters of United 
Way and Dodge City youth 
release 70 balloons to cel-
ebrate 70 years of United 
Way in Dodge City.

RIGHT: Supporters of 
United Way and Dodge 
City youth prepare to 
release 70 balloons to 
celebrate 70 years of 
United Way in Dodge City. 
The ceremony at the Alley 
offered cake and refresh-
ments on Tuesday. 
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The water pond off of 
Comanche Street near 
Mariah Hills Golf Course 
has been used as an irri-
gation pond for the golf 
course for about 4 years.

According to parks and 
recreation director Paul 
Lewis, the water pumps 
year round as long as there 
is capacity in the pond to 

be used.
“The pond as well as 

the water from the water 
reclamation facility have 
reduced the use of ground-
water by 50 percent,” 
Lewis said. “That number 
tends to vary year to year 
but we have gone from 
using 200 acres per feet 
to 50-60.”

The pond has also been a 
recreational fishing loca-
tion for many years.

Recently, an issue was 
raised regarding signs 
posted around the area 
stating any fish caught 
should not be eaten.

“Those signs have been 
there as part of a Kansas 
Department of Health 
Environment regulation,” 
Lewis said. “The reclaimed 
water has the possibility of 
having built up pharma-
ceuticals in it.

“The water from the 

t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  i s 
highly treated and tested 
m o n t h l y  f o r  b a c t e r i a 
and disinfection but the 
KDHE regulation is a pre-
ventative measure in case 
something happens.

“People should not swim 
in the pond or eat any fish 
they have caught. There 
is no issue with the pond 
it is all just a preventative 
measure.”

MARIAH HILLS GOLF COURSE

Concerns should be at ease regarding pond
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